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“Jesus Christ – The Promised One”      Text – Psalm 89        OT Reading – 2 Samuel 7 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Advent is a season observed in many churches as a time of preparing for the celebration of Christmas.   It begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas.  

And in churches that follow a set liturgy, as in for every Sunday you sing these songs and you read these Bible passages, such as some Anglican churches, there are set Bible readings for the time of Advent.  
And interestingly, the theme of those readings is often preparing for the Second Coming of Jesus while celebrating the first coming of Jesus.
Well, this Sunday and next are advent services for us.  We too want to prepare for the celebration of Christmas all the while looking forward to the Second Coming of Jesus.  
And we will do this with Psalms as we continue our mini-series, Jesus Christ in the Psalms.

And today we do this as we consider Psalm 89 and Jesus Christ – The Promised One.  
You see, Psalm 89 is the song of someone who is troubled that God appears not to have kept His promise about the Coming One.  And we can learn much from how the Psalm writer deals with this reality, because we too, as God’s people today, have not yet seen the fulfilment of God’s promises concerning the Second coming of His Son.
So let’s look firstly at how the Psalmist deals with God’s promise.
And we read the promise earlier from 2 Samuel 7.  The Lord promised to make David’s name great, to secure the peace of Israel, to give David rest from his enemies, to establish a house for David, and to put a son of David on the throne of Israel forever.  
And then David responded with a prayer of praise and thanksgiving for these incredible promises of the Lord.  
And in his prayer, he said this, “And now, LORD God, keep forever the promise you have made concerning your servant and his house.  Do as you promised, so that your name will be great forever.  Then men will say, 'The LORD Almighty is God over Israel!'  And the house of your servant David will be established before you.”
And that brings us to Psalm 89.  And Psalm 89 is essentially a complaint, if you will, that this promise has not been kept by God.  
The Psalmist is perplexed and deeply troubled.  And his pain and perplexity just bleed out in the words of this Psalm.  But we want to take note of how the Psalmist raises this complaint with God.  
1. But firstly then, if you look at Psalm 89 in the NIV, you will notice, as with every other Psalm, that the individual verses are grouped together in paragraphs with a bit of white space between them.  Do you see that?  So you have vv1-2, and then a gap, and then 3-4, and then a gap, and then 5-8, and then a gap, etc.  Well, that is an attempt by the translators of the NIV to recognize a linking theme in those verses or the stanzas of a Psalm.  So verses that have the same style or theme or content combine into a stanza.  And so, according to the NIV translators, there are 8 stanzas with an introduction and a closing.  
a. Now, other Bible translations have no such groupings because there are no such groupings in the original Hebrew.  But the NIV translators think it is useful to do this so long as we realize that while the words of the Psalm are inspired by God, these groupings are the work of men.  Today though, we will make use of these groupings as we work our way through Psalm 89.  
So in vv1-2 you have the Psalmist’s declaration – “I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known through all generations.  I will declare that your love stands firm forever, that you established your faithfulness in heaven itself.”  
As we noted before, the Psalmist has a matter of some weight to raise with the Lord.  He is confused and uncertain.  And this is not some knee-jerk reaction; this is the considered question of someone who has a strong faith in God.  

But how does he begin?  Does he just launch into his complaint?  No.  He begins with the truth – God is God, God is Creator, God is eternal, God is worthy of worship, God is loving, God is faithful, God is in heaven, and I am on earth, I am His creature, I am to worship Him, I am mortal, I am to bring Him glory, I am to let God be God.  I will, therefore, sing and declare these truths.
In effect, the Psalmist preaches to himself.  And that is something we need to do regularly people of God.  

· You see, when we listen to ourselves, we hear things like sin, guilt, inability, why bother?, its too hard, has God really said?, it’s God’s fault, you don’t deserve heaven, I can’t do it, etc.  And the Lord Jesus is either forgotten or denied and doubt creeps in, we lack assurance, we sin more, we get angry with God, etc.  
· But when we preach to ourselves, with Scriptural truths like, “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,” “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me,” God’s grace in Jesus is sufficient for me, and “nothing shall be able to separate me from the love of God in Christ Jesus,” then we can commune with our God and trust in Him and be strengthened in the faith, even as we come to Him with our questions or in confession.  
· So, don’t listen to yourself, preach to yourself.  Begin with God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; who He is and what He has done.  

· And then commit yourself to worship Him and declare Him to others and then bring before Him whatever it is.  
But then, in the 1st stanza of the Psalm, vv3-4, the psalmist pretty much quotes some of 2 Samuel 7 as he recalls God’s promise to David about a Son that would reign eternally.  
Again then, note that right up the front here, the Psalmist begins with God’s words.  There are things the psalmist cannot understand and that are bothering him, greatly.  But one thing he knows for sure, what God has said, He will do.  
Many times in the prophecies of the Bible, you read these words, “The mouth of the Lord has spoken.”  It is not explained or qualified.  It is declared and that is the end of the matter.  “The mouth of the Lord has spoken.”   
So again, that is where the Psalmist begins.  He continues to preach to himself rather than to listen to himself.  The Lord has spoken!  

And then, you might say that the Psalmist does what he committed himself to do in v1 as he sings a hymn of praise to God in the 2nd and 3rd and 4th stanzas of vv5-18.  
And it as best described as a biblical hymn.  He has taken what God has revealed about Himself in the Bible, in terms of who He is and what He has done, and turned into a song of praise.  
And it is a song that celebrates the faithfulness of God.  That is the repeated theme of these verses.  In vv5-8, the heavens praise God’s faithfulness, in vv9-13, the earth praises God’s faithfulness, and in vv14-18, the people praise God’s faithfulness.
Boys and girls, if you are looking for a Sunday afternoon project or a school holiday project that will be a great blessing to you, sit down with vv5-18 of Psalm 89 and work out how many other Bible verses or stories these verses quote or recall or repeat or remind you of.  
And if you have a Bible with reference notes on the side or below, you are well on your way.  
· Just look at v5, for example: “The heavens praise your wonders, O Lord.”  Does that remind any of you of another verse in the Bible?  Psalm 19:1, “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the handiwork of your hands.”  
· And there are online programs that allow you to search for phrases and names in the Bible that will give you a list of every place in the Bible that they are found.  
· But you can also look out for words that are repeated.  For instance, the word ‘faithfulness’ or ‘faithful’ is repeated 8 times in this Psalm.  
· And perhaps the Psalmist had the words of Lamentations 3:22-23 in mind when he wrote this Psalm.  “Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.  They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”  
But then, in vv19-37, we have the 5th and 6th stanzas.  And here the Psalmist moves from what we could call general praise to specific praise, because now he praises God’s faithfulness to His covenant or agreement with David that a son of his would rule eternally.  
· So he first recalls God choice of David as King in vv19-21.  
· And in vv22-23, God promised to protect David and to give him victory over his enemies.  And in vv23-27, to exalt him over the surrounding kings.  And in vv28-29, the final and crucial part of God’s promise is recalled – to extend the blessings of this covenant to David’s sons.
· But God also promised this to David in connection with his sons; he said, “I will be his father, and he will be my son.  When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men.  But my love will never be taken away from him.”  And it is this promise, which we might call the promise of faithful discipline, that is the subject of vv30-37.  
Lastly though, we come to vv38-51 and the 7th and 8th stanzas.  And it is here that the Psalmist’s complaint begins.  And what is clear is that some disaster in relation to Israel and her king has occurred.  
Many commentators think it was the splitting up of Israel into the Northern and Southern Kingdoms immediately after Solomon.  Others suggest that it could be the time when King Jehoiachin was deported to Babylon, because he really was the last Son of David to rule as a King of Israel.  
We are not told exactly, but something so significant has occurred that leads the psalmist to question God’s faithfulness to His covenant promises.  
And look at his words, v39 – the king’s crown has been defiled, v40 – the walls have been broken through, v41, the city has been plundered, v42, enemies have conquered, v43, the king’s sword has been turned back, v45, his days have ended in shame.  
That doesn’t match up at all with the blessings God promised David and his sons.
And notice who the Psalmist holds responsible for this disaster.  What pronoun is used 11 times in vv38-45?  “You.”  The Psalmist holds God responsible.  
But notice also that he does not do so in despair but in faith.  Is he upset?  Yes.  Is he troubled?  Absolutely?  Does he seek relief?  Definitely.  Just look at the emotion and the pleading in vv46-51.   He is pouring out his soul to the Lord, imploring him for an answer, begging Him to remember His promises.  

But this it is not a holding God responsible as in, “It is your fault.  How could you let this happen?  You are to blame!”  
It is a holding God responsible as in, Lord God, you are sovereign.  You have brought this about.  I do not understand why you have done this, but you must have a good purpose for doing so because you are a faithful God.  Therefore, just as you have done this so, I know you will bring about a solution.  

When trouble came into Job’s life, his wife said to him, “Curse God and die.”  But how did Job respond?  He said, “Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?”  

You see, if God is not behind all things, they have no meaning and no purpose; everything just happens.  You must just ‘go with the flow.’  
But if God is behind all things, as Romans 8:28 proclaims, then even when you do not understand the trouble that is happening, you may trust that God has a good purpose and that a solution will be found, in this life or the next, because that is His promise!
Psalm 103 is a favourite passage of scripture for many.  It just celebrates God’s wonderful love towards His people.  But it says this of God, “He heals all your diseases.”  And that phrase used to trouble me, because I saw people dying of cancer and such things.  But then, finally, the penny dropped when I understood that the believer’s life does not end at death.  And in heaven there will be no illness and no disability and no dysfunction.  
God truly heals all your diseases!  This promise too is one God always keeps!
Well, the solution to the Psalmist’s problem did not come during the lifetime of the Psalmist.  But this Psalm points us to the solution, which we may understand in the light of the NT.  So let’s look at the solution before we consider our own situation of awaiting the fulfilment of God’s promises concerning the second Coming of Jesus.  
And the solution is seen in vv30-32 of Psalm 89.  You see, God promised that if a Son of David forsook the law and did not follow His commands, in other words, if a Son of David turned his back on God, his sins would be punished.  “But,” said the Lord, “I will not take my love from him, nor will I ever betray my faithfulness.”  
Well, first one son of David and then another and another was born and broke God’s commandments.  And each was disciplined by the Lord. 
But then came another Son of David, Jesus.  And He did not break any of God’s commandments, instead, keeping each one, perfectly.  But still He was punished by the Father.  Why?  
He was punished by the Father because he took on His shoulders every single one of your and my sins – He became a law-breaker and a commandment despiser; He became a liar and an angry man and an abuser and a waster and an un-loving husband and disobedient and one who can deeply wound with a few words and a homosexual and selfish and a thief and a gossip; He became sin – your sin.  And God’s wrath at your sin and mine was poured out on Him.  
But God did not take His love from Him, or betray His faithfulness.  He did not violate His covenant or alter what His lips had uttered.  No, God raised Him from the dead and “gave to Him the name that is above every other name; that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow on heaven and on earth and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.”  God seated Him on the throne of heaven to rule there as His King, forever!
Do you remember how the NT begins?  Matt 1:1?  The very first words of the NT are, “A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David.”  
Jesus is the fulfilment of God’s 2 Samuel 7 promise and the solution to Psalm 89’s complaint.  The Lord has spoken.  The Lord has done it.  The Lord is faithful.  
So consider these promises concerning the Second Coming of Jesus:

1. Jesus promised His disciples He would come again. It's in the Bible, John 14:1-3, ”Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.  In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”
2. Christ's return will be literal and real. It's in the Bible, Acts 1:11, After Jesus rose from the earth and ascended into heaven two white-robed men were standing with His disciples, and said, 'Men of Galilee, why are you standing here staring at the sky? Jesus has gone away to heaven, and some day, just as He went, He will return!'"
3. How will Jesus come again? It's in the Bible, Luke 21:27, "At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory."
4. How many will see Him when He comes? It's in the Bible, Revelation 1:7, "Look, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of Him."
5. What will we see and hear when He comes? It's in the Bible, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, "For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever."
6. How visible is His coming to be? It's in the Bible, Matthew 24:27, "For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man."
7. His coming will be unexpected and dramatic. It's in the Bible, 2 Peter 3:10, " But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up."
8. What warning has Christ given so we won't be fooled about the second coming? It's in the Bible, Matthew 24:23-26, "At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or 'There He is!' do not believe it. For false Christ's and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect—if that were possible. See, I have told you ahead of time. So if anyone tells you, 'There He is, out in the desert,' do not go out; or, 'Here He is, in the inner rooms,' do not believe it."
9. Does anyone know the exact time of Christ's coming? It's in the Bible, Matthew 24:36, "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father."
10. Can we ignore His commands and play around with sin as we wait because it may be far off?  It's in the Bible, Matthew 24:42, "Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming."
11. What warning has Christ given that we might not be taken by surprise by this great event? It's in the Bible, Luke 21:34-36, “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap.  For it will come upon all those who live on the face of the whole earth.  Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.”
12. Why is Jesus second coming taking so long? It's in the Bible, II Peter 3:8-9,  "But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance."
13. While we wait for Jesus, how should we live? It's in the Bible, Titus 2:11-14, “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.  It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope-- the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.”
14. What will the world be like when Jesus comes? It's in the Bible, Matthew 24:37-39, "As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man."
15. Will Christ's coming be a time of reward? It's in the Bible, Matthew 16:27 "For the Son of Man is going to come in His Father's glory with His angels, and then He will reward each person according to what he has done." 
16. Why is Jesus coming back? It's in the Bible, Hebrews 9:28, "Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him."
17. At Jesus' second coming, we will fully experience the reality of our salvation. It's in the Bible, 1 Corinthians 1:7-8, "Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.  He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. "
18. What is the last promise Jesus gives us in the Bible? It's in the Bible, Revelation 22:20, "He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming soon."  
People of God, the Lord has spoken.  The Lord is faithful.  The Lord will do it.  Are you ready?  Amen. 

